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A. Budget Request Summary
The California Governor's Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) requests a reduction of $750,000 to
the Victim-Witness Assistance Fund (0425) local assistance appropriation in State Fiscal Year (SFY)
2016-17 due to declining revenues.
B. Background/History
The Victim-Witness Assistance Fund was established to deposit specified penalty assessments for the
purpose of financing local assistance centers for victims and witnesses to crimes. Revenues deposited
in to the fund have steadily declined over the past five years, with a projected decrease of 2.3 percent
from past year to current year.
Resource History
(Dollars in thousands)
Program Budget PY -4 PY -3 PY -2 PY -1 PY
Authorized Expenditures 16,791 16,842 18,664 18,691 18,718
Actual Expenditures 16,372 16,430 18,330 18,554 18,301
Revenues* 17,362 15,140 15,255 14,638 14,418

*Revenues do not include -$11,000,000 in PY-3 Loan to General Fund, and $900,000 in PY-1 and $10,100,000 in
PY Loan Repayment per Item 0690-011-0425, Budget Act of 2011.

C. State Level Considerations
Cal OES’ Grants Management Section is responsible for the administration of approximately $1.6 billion
in funds for homeland security, emergency management, criminal justice, and victim services
programs, a majority of which are distributed to local and regional entities to enable the most effective
prevention, detection, response and recovery efforts. Improving and enhancing local agencies'
capabilities through grant funding is one of Cal OES' most important missions.

D. Justification
Revenues deposited into the fund have steadily declined over the past five years, with a projected
decrease of 2.3 percent from past year to current year. The proposed reduction of $750,000 in local
assistance appropriation will ensure Cal OES’ expenditures align with projected revenues.

E Outcomes and Accountability
The outcomes will be measured through continued quarterly progress reporting by local recipients. The
Accountability of the fund will be evaluated by the continued balancing of the Fund in fund condition
statements between revenues and expenditures.

2 Analysis of All Feasible Alternatives
Approve a reduction of $750,000 to the Victim-Witness Assistance Fund local assistance appropriation
in SFY 2016-17 due to declining revenues.
PROS: Aligns expenditures with projected revenues, ensuring the balance of the Fund does not go
negative.
CONS: Program funding reduction which could impact services.

G. Implementation Plan
The program reduction will begin July 1, 2016.

H. Supplemental Information
None.

I Recommendation

Approve a reduction of $750,000 to the Victim-Witness Assistance Fund local assistance appropriation
in SFY 2016-17 due to declining revenues.
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General Fund
Federal Funds
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Fund Source - Local Assistance
General Fund
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