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Analysis of Problem 

A. Budget Request Summary 

The Coastal Commission requests $500,000 Coastal Trust Fund for C l imate C h a n g e 
A d a p t a t i o n a n d Cl imate Resiliency planning a n d project work. These funds were originally 
part of the e n a c t e d b u d g e t for FYl 4-15 as a transfer from the Environmental License Plate 
Fund to the Coastal Trust Fund for these purposes. Due to shortfalls in the ELPF for FYl 4-15, the 
Commission was d i rected to not to spend $500,000 in FYl 4-15. These funds were ult imately 
not n e e d e d to cor rect the ELPF shortfall, a n d the Commission requests a n appropr iat ion for 
their in tended use. 

This Spring Finance Letter (SFL) w o u l d include the $500,000 in Coastal Trust Fund from FYl4-15 
in the b u d g e t for FYl 6-17 with the $500,000 in ELFP state operat ions funds for Cl imate 
Resiliency avai lab le for fhe Commission's use on a range of C l imate C h a n g e A d a p t a t i o n 
a n d Cl imate Resiliency planning a n d project wark. 

B. Background/History 

For FY 14-15, the Legislature a d d e d ELPF funding to the budgets of the Coasta l Commission, 
San Francisco Bay Conservation a n d Deve lopment Commission, a n d the State Coastal 
Conservancy for c l imate resiliency work. This initiative resulted from the work of a select 
c o m m i t t e e cha i red by Assemblymember C o r d o n . The Coasta l Commission's FYl 4-15 
a p p r o v e d b u d g e t inc luded $500,000 in ELPF funds to the Coasta l Resiliency a c c o u n t . The 
Commission h o d p lanned to use these funds for a variety of c l imate c h a n g e a d a p t a t i o n 
work. The ELFP A c c o u n t h a d a shortfall in FYl4-15 a n d the Commission was d i rec ted not to 
spend the fund a n d advised by Resources a n d DOF that the Commission m a y b e ab le to 
spend the fund in the future. 

In working with Resources a n d DOF to address this issue, it was d e t e r m i n e d that the $500,000 
from ELPF was not n e e d e d to address ELPF insolvency a n d is ava i lab le to b e inc luded in the 
Commission's FYl 6-17 b u d g e t as state operations for use on c l imate resil iency issues. These 
funds are important to the Coastal Commission's c l imate a d a p t a t i o n work a n d it is essential 
to fulfill the expectat ions of the Legislature regarding increased effort on coasta l c l imate 
resiliency. 

C. State Level Considerations 

Climate c h a n g e a d a p t a t i o n a n d c l imate resiliency are signif icant issues to the Covernor, the 
State of California, the Legislature a n d the Coastal Commission. The Coastal Commission's 
Strategic Plan (unanimously a d o p t e d April 2013), includes Goal 3: Address cllmafe change 
through LCP Planning, coastal permitting, Interagency collaboration, and Public Education. 
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Analysis of Problem 

This major goa l includes numerous object ives a n d specif ic actions to address c l imate 
c h a n g e issues. The $500,000 tor c l imate resiliency will b e used to imp lement actions 
ident i f ied in Goal 3 of the Commission's a d o p t e d Strategic Plan. 

D. Justification 

This Spring Finance Letter BCP w o u l d appropr ia te the previously author i zed, but defer red 
expendi ture of funds fransferred to the Coastal A c t Fund from the ELPF. A p p r o v a l ot this BCP 
w o u l d support important c l imate c h a n g e work envis ioned by the Legislature's initiation of this 
funding a l locat ion. The Coastal Commission's Whale Tail® License Plate is a significant 
source of revenue to the ELPF. As of January 1, 2016, 234,500 California drivers h a d 
purchased the Commission's Whole Tail® License Plate. Plate sales a n d renewal fees h a d 
raised $87.4 million for envi ronmental programs--$25.2 million to the California Beach a n d 
Coastal Enhancement A c c o u n t (CBCEA) a n d $62.2 million to the Environmental License 
Plate Fund (ELPF). In 2015 a lone, the Plate raised over $1.5 million for the CBCEA, a n d over 
$4 million for the ELPF. The Commission clearly contr ibutes significantly to the revenue of the 
ELPF. 

E. Outcomes and Accountability 

The o u t c o m e of the BCP is that there w o u l d b e $500,000 in Coastal Trust Fund (8029) funding 
ava i lab le for e n h a n c e d Commission work on c l imate c h a n g e . The Commission will use the 
funds to implement a range of c l imate c h a n g e tasks in the a d o p t e d Strategic Plan. At the 
e n d of FY 16-17, the Commission will p repare a summary of how the funds w e r e used a n d the 
accompl i shments m o d e . 

F. Analysis ot All Feasible Alternatives. 

Alternative No. 1 - Approve $500,000 in Coastal Act Fund funding For FYl 6-17 for coastai 
ciimate resiiiency work. (Preferred alternat ive). This Spring Finance Letter BCP w o u l d re-
appropr ia te transferred ELPF funds originally a p p r o p r i a t e d in FYl 4-1 5 a n d w e r e not avai lab le 
d u e to ELPF shortfalls. This wou ld a l low the Commission to accompl i sh cr i t ical defer red 
c l imate resiliency work in FYl 6-17. 

Alternative No. 2 - Deny request and do not auttiorize $500,000 in ELPF funding for climate 
resiiiency work. This alternative is the status quo No Act ion a n d is not a desi rable o u t c o m e 
for the Coastal Commission's c l imate work or tor the Legislature that in i t iated this funding for 
Cl imate Resiliency work. 
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Analysis of Problem 

G. Implementation Plan 

This funding will be used in FY16-17 to carry out a range of c l imate c h a n g e planning a n d 
projects out l ined in the Commission's a d o p t e d Strategic Plan. Implementat ion will begin as 
soon as the FYl 6-17 Budget is a p p r o v e d a n d the fiscal year begins July 1, 2016. 

H. Supplemental Intormation 

None. 

I. Recommendation 

The Coastal Commission respectfully r e c o m m e n d s the approva l of $500,000 Coastal Trust 
Fund for state operations for c l imate resiliency work. The funds will b e used as originally 
descr ibed in the a p p r o v e d FYl 4-15 b u d g e t . Specific projects will be consistent with the 
Commission's a d o p t e d Strategic Plan a n d the Resources Agency ' s Safeguarding California 
Plan. 
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B C P Title: Climate Resil ience Projects 

Budget Request Summary 

Operating Expenses and Equipment 
5301 - General Expense 

Total Operating Expenses and Equipment 

Total Budget Request 

Fund Summary 
Fund Source - State Operations 

8029 - Coastal Trust Fund 
Total State Operations Expenditures 

Total All Funds 

Program Summary 
Program Funding 
2730019 - Local Coastal Program 
Total All Programs 

BCP Fiscal Detail Sheet 
DP Name: 3720-020-BCP-DP-2016-A1 

FY16 
C Y BY BY+1 BY+2 BY+3 BY+4 

_o 500 g g g o 

$g $500 $0 $0 $0 $0 
$0 $500 $0 $0 $0 $0 

_o 500 g g g o 
$0 $500 $0 $0 $0 $0 

$0 $500 $0 $0 $0 $0 

_g 500 0 g 0 o 
$0 $500 $0 $0 $0 $0 


